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Pilgrim IV  |  2012  |  24 x 36 inches

PILGRIM
An Artist Statement 

Pilgrim is about a life’s journey in search for meaning, 
growth, change and transcendence. The paintings in this 
show represent some of the milestones on this journey.    

My work is about making visible that which is not; it is 
about giving shape and colour to universal spiritual and 
psychological realities. My source of inspiration is the 
inner life. Each painting embodies a tentative response to 
a particular query. 

In its preliminary stage, an answer emerges as a thumb-
nail drawing that will act as a blueprint for the entire work. 
The subsequent painting process is meditative, lengthy 
and unpredictable, progressing in multiple layers of paint, 
in a succession of variations, which invest the image with 
meaning and depth. I work with heavy body acrylic paint 
and palette knives. The final stage, always surprising, is a 
miraculous sum total of the entire journey. 
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And There Was Light  |  2000  |  36 x 26 inches Untitled IX  |  2002  |  30 x 40 inches 54



Pilgrim I  |  2004  |  30 x 30 inches Pilgrim III  |  2012  |  30 x 30 inches 76



Within the Circle V  |  2005  |  20 x 24 inches Jacob’s Ladder  |  2009  |  40 x 30 inches 98



Sphinx VI  |  2019  |  24 x 30 inches Counterpoint  |  2020  |  30 x 40 inches 1110



You Anoint My Head  |  2021  |  24 x 36 inches Pilgrim II  |  2011  |  24 x 36 inches 1312



GIVING OF A KIND 
February 17th to March 21st,  
2010 Galerie Bernard, Montreal

It is the richness of texture that first captures the eye in the 
work of Silvana Waniuk, a musician and painter, who was 
born in Berlin and grew up in Israel. Working with palette 
knives and acrylic Silvana applies numerous, successive 
layers of paint, giving the surface its rough texture and a 
certain psychological and physical depth.

Silvana works in a non-figurative style which draws its 
inspiration from music, modernism and abstract expres-
sionism. Each of Silvana’s paintings deals with a particular 
subject, from questions of identity and creativity, to spiritu-
ality. Thus, her canvases evoke the feeling of an abstract 
narrative, linking them, culturally, to stained glass windows 
or tapestry.

Silvana Waniuk’s work displays strong compositional 
elements, found among others in the circular forms that 
she explores. Circles which suggest a nucleus, a growing 
strength, power, an organic order, and certainly femininity.

Silvana believes that a work is finished only when she 
feels that a question posed has found an answer in her 
painting. It is significant that the primary consideration of 
any mature work is the possession of such depth of reflec-
tion which often escapes our general comprehension.

Mireille Lamarre, MFA
Galerie Bernard, Montreal

The Source  |  1997  |  30 x 30 inches 1514



Yanheni  |  2020  |  30 x 30 inches

ECHOES OF COLOURS AND SHAPES

Observing Silvana’s paintings for the first time, moved by 
the richness of their colour and form one is tempted to dig 
deeper and try unlock the magic within. 

Initially the work appears as a bird’s eye view or a photo 
from space; like a mosaic or a landscape grid of geometri-
cal shapes. 

On close-up, the eye notices the build-up mass of paint, 
the rich texture, and a sense of depth, while each part, 
each section seems like a painting unto itself. 

Stepping back again, one perceives that within the 
totality of the work there are two factors at play: a two- 
dimensional flat surface countered by a three-dimensional 
illusion of depth. 

Then, beyond form and texture, the colours present an 
added distinct aspect; while their range and complexity 
and the way they interact within and around the forms, 
creates a kind of language that harmonizes and unifies  
the work.

Shlomit Shemer, artist, Israel.
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Offering  |  2021  |  30 x 30 inches

BIO

Born in Germany and raised in Israel, Silvana spent her 
formative years in a village by the Mediterranean. From an 
early age Silvana showed strong leaning towards music 
and art. She went to study music education and would 
later make a living as a classical guitarist. 

After joining the spiritual association of Subud in 1970, 
her involvement with art intensified.  

Silvana immigrated to Canada in 1977 where circum-
stances demanded a change of focus from music and 
painting to weaving. She returned to painting in 1986 and 
has been working and exhibiting steadily ever since.

Silvana is a member of the Propeller Art Gallery, Toronto.
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CV

Solo Shows
 2022 Propeller Gallery
 2020 Propeller Gallery
 2019 Propeller Gallery
 2011 Green Chair Gallery 
 2010 Galerie Bernard, Montreal
 2009 Subud Hall, Montreal
 1991 Meadowvale theatre; Mississauga 
 1990 Mississauga Art Council
 1987 Central library, Mississauga      

Group shows
 2021 Propeller Gallery
 2020 Propeller Gallery
 2019 Propeller Gallery
 2014 Sala de Exposition Alecondo, Puebla, Mexico
 2012 Galerie Bernard, Montreal 
 2008 Todmorden Mills, Toronto
 2007 CFS Juried show, Etobicoke
 2000 Visual Arts Mississauga juried show
 1992 Gallery House Sol, Georgetown
 1988 Co-op Art Gallery, St. Catherine

Awards
 1986 O.C.C. Design Award
 1984 O.C.C. Design Award
 1984 First prize and Honourable Mention, Weaver’s Guild

Charitable donations to Opera Ontario. Work in private collection  
in Canada, U.S., and Israel

Silvana Waniuk is the author of the memoir:  
Beyond the Breakers a Subud Odyssey

email: swaniuk@bell.net    
website: https://cargocollective.com/silvanawaniuk

Moses on Mount Sinai |  2003  |  30 x 30 inches 2120



Counterpoint
2020
30 x 40 inches
$1800

Sphinx VI
2019
24 x 30 inches
$1200

You Anoint my Head
2021
24 x 36 inches
$1400

Offering
2021

30 x 30 inches
$1500

The Source
1997

30 x 30 inches
$1260

Pilgrim II
2011
24 x 36 inches
$1000

Moses on Mount Sinai
2003

30 x 30 inches
$1400

Yanheni
2020

30 x 30 inches
$1350

Pilgrim IV
2012 
30 x 30 inches
$1200

And There Was Light 
2000
36 x 26 inches
$1300

Within the Circle V
2005

20 x 24 inches
$850

Pilgrim I
2004

30 x 30 inches
$1200

Untitled IX
2002
30 x 40 inches
$1500

Jacob’s Ladder
2009

40 x 30 inches
$1800

Pilgrim III
2012

30 x 30 inches
$1200

List of Paintings and Prices
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Milestones on a journey  
in search for meaning  
and transcendence


