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Twenty-fi ve years is a long time by anyone’s standards. In Industry you get a gold watch or a fancy pen. In the visual arts, you should get a 
medal. To paraphrase the early political philosopher, Thomas Hobbes, most artists’ lives are “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish and short.” That 
three artist friends graduating from OCA at the beginning of the 1980’s have pretty good lives and are still valiantly making good art is a 
cause for celebration.

In fact, in our graduating classes of about 300 each in 1980  & 1981, we were warned by one of the instructors that in ten years time, only 
two people from each class would still be actively involved in the arts. As it turns out, that instructor was perfectly right as the three of us are 
still making our living from art after twenty-fi ve years. Known at the time as The Bearded Men’s Club, we met at each others studio to discuss 
our work, drink and chart the future of art. Together, we toyed with sound recordings, performance and even managed to produce a video 
deliberating on the merits of art criticism.

As we started our careers, we were young and idealistic and ready for stardom. Not waiting for gallery recognition, we organized our own 
exhibition in an empty house in 1981 - appropriately titled, the “Bearded Men’s Show”. Even then, the diverse paths that our individual careers 
would take were quite evident. Rooted in painting, the work ranged from traditional to experimental and beyond.

Since then we have all gone our separate ways. Collectively, we span a wide range of professional activities, including commercial galleries, 
public galleries, artist-run centers, exhibition co-ops, alternative venues and self-initiated projects. Looking at each of the Bearded Men’s careers 
over the 25 year span, we have generated hundreds of exhibitions, locally, nationally and internationally. Some of our works are in major 
public and private collections. We’ve been the focus of signifi cant public funding and the target of largely positive critical response.

In addition to being artists, we have been teachers, designers,construction workers, hospital workers, ski instructors, arts administrators and 
hockey and soccer coaches. We’ve also been parents, raised children and managed to remain solvent. Collectively, we have moved in and out 
and all around Toronto. We’ve rented warehouse spaces, built our own studios and worked away from home.  Though the vogue in art has 
changed endlessly and we have all worked in a variety of two and three dimensional media including electronic and digital processes, the 
constant that runs throughout our creative output has been Drawing and Painting. Altough there have been lean years and the occasional year 
of bounty, through it all, each Bearded Man has maintained a serious commitment to his creative life.

This reunion exhibition in 2005 is a celebration of our spirit and perseverance: how far we have come and how far we still have to go. Some 
beards are a little grayer now and some have disappeared completely, but we are still idealistic and we are still ready for stardom.
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