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The theme for the Propeller curated exhibition is “Come Together”. This is obviously based on the title of the well-
known Beatle’s song from 1969. The song was written originally to facilitate building bonds and uniting as one.
 
I am applying those very words to the art community. “Come Together” makes the case for community both 
personal and public. It also addresses human attachment, love, intimacy, togetherness, human interaction and 
longing. I would like to see work submitted that takes this theme and runs with it, pushes it and expands upon it. I 
am not looking for literal or illustrative interpretations of community whether that is personal or public, but I am 
looking to be surprised and hopefully challenged by what you submit.
 
Since this exhibition will be taking place during Contact photography festival, it would be exciting to see some 
photo-based works that tackle this theme amongst the entries, but all mediums will be considered. I encourage 
submissions of time-based works, perfomative, audio and or text based works (maybe even photo-based 
work made without a camera). Artists should think broadly about the theme, I am looking for diversity in the 
submissions and work that speaks to your community, whether that be personal or public. I want to see what 
“Come Together” means to you and from there I will endeavor to create an exhibition/event that fully explores 
what community can mean on a broader scale.
 
I would encourage you to think about not only the walls, but the windows, floors and the outdoor park across 
the street from the gallery.  There is limited space, but I challenge you to surprise and delight me with some 
outrageous ideas that can use the space in unique ways.

Come together right now over me. (go ahead and sing it.)
 
                  –  Babara Astman, Artist. 

www.barbaraastman.com

Curator Bio
 
Barbara Astman’s work has received national and international recognition. Since the 1970s she has explored a wide range of 
photographic and mixed media. Her work is represented in many museum, corporate, and private collections, in Canada, United 
States, and Europe. Astman has degrees from the Rochester Institute of Technology, School for American Craftsmen, and 
Ontario College of Art. Active in the Toronto arts community, Astman has sat on numerous boards and advisory committees. 
She was a Trustee on the Board of Trustees at the Art Gallery of Ontario and an appointed member to the Canadian Curatorial 
Committee at the AGO from 2009 – 2013. Currently she is the Chair of the Art Advisory Committee, Koffler Gallery, Toronto.
 
In 2008 Astman and AGO Associate Curator, Canadian Art, Georgiana Uhlyarik collaborated on a curatorial project for the 
Transformation AGO Exhibition, dealing with Joyce Wieland and early feminist practice. Astman’s photo-based work was 
included in the AGO exhibition titled: Beautiful Fiction, fall 2009. In May 2011, her recent installation, dancing with che: enter 
through the gift shop, opened at the Kelowna Art Galley and toured to the McMaster Museum of Art, Hamilton, ON, MOCA, 
Calgary and MOCCA, Toronto in the spring of 2013. She was recently in the two group exhibitions, Art Gallery of Ontario, Light 
My Fire Part I: Some Propositions About Portrait and Photography through October 20, 2013
 
Astman was commissioned to create a photographic installation for the opening exhibition at the Koffler Gallery, Toronto 
in November 2013 - February 2014. Most recently, April 2014, she had a solo show at the McIntosh Gallery, London, ON, 
accompanied by a comprehensive catalogue.  Canadian Art Magazine had a feature profile of Astman’s career in the Spring 
2014 issue.  In the fall of 2014, her works held in the collection of the Duetsche Bank, NY, were exhibited in Herland, 60 Wall 
Gallery, Deutsche Bank, New York City, New York.  Currently Astman’s’ work is featured in Look Again: Colour Xerography Art 
Meets Technology at the AGO, Art Gallery of Ontario, Toronto, Ontario.  In the fall of 2015 her most recent work, I as artifact, 
opened as a solo show at the Corkin Gallery, Toronto.
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Alejandro Arauz  
Skin Anthem I: a study in transations and transfers 

video, print, 44 x 90"

Jane Murdoch Adams 
Frida, with Diego, in Love 
acrylic & paper collage on canvas, 6" x 48"
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Linda Briskin 
Dance in Three Movements 
photography, 25 X 58 

Connie Chappel 
Reach

    photography, 30" x 45"
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Cairn Cunnane  
Opportunity  
forged steel, H:1790 x W:38.5 x D: 38.5

Dianne Davis
Chimera 

    Digital Chromogenic Print, 13" x 19"
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Christine De Vuono 
Cooks
mixed media, 26" x 38", 6"x 4" x 8", 26" x 42" 

Kristina Dittmar
Body Talk 

    print, 11 x 14
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Dorota Dziong   
Past and Present Past 1.1 
oil on canvas, 48" x 36"

Adrian Fish 
 Tropical Islands

archival inkjet print, 24" x 36"
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Cathy Griggs
Foreward 
photography, 36" x 24"

Cathy Griggs
Back 

photography, 36 x 24"
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Wayne Kodje
Reservation Dogs #2; The Delinquents 

oil on canvas, 30" x 60"

Matthew Gardiner
Lakeside Ritual (BC)
acrylic and graphite on wood panel, 24" x 30"

12 13



Kate MacDonald & Les Sears
Cyanometer
urethane resin, plastic, metal, kite string, 20" diameter x 0.5"

Paula McLean
Rehearsal

oil on canvas, 36" x 48"
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Nicole Moss
Broken Telephone  
handmade collage on wooden panel, 11 x 14"

Joseph Muscat
Running With The Pack 

acrylic on tar paper collage, 18 x 24"
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Painters6 
Hanging by a Thread
inkjet prints of painted portraits on canvas, 10" x 10" x 10"

Theresa Passarello 
ComeTogether 

oil paint on mylar, 20" x 20" 
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Alexa Phillips 
Friends
urethane resin, 93" x 4" x 51" (dimensions variable)

Robert Quance 
Realm of Memory

    transparency on wood, 8 x 8" 
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Walter Segers 
Mock Up Business Cards 
found images/mixed media/readymade, up to 8' by 4'

Veronique Tremblay 
Pesentation Indication 
video art, 1 minute loop
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Ryan Van Der Hout
Welcome Home  
etched C-print, 24" x 24" 

Jacqueline Treloar 
Coranae Reginae Coeli 

fiber and mixed media
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Elspeth Wood 
It’s only a mood disorder
photography, 11¼" x11¼"

Sheilah Wilson 
Untitled, for Rose
inkjet print, 5 x 7



HISTORY: 1996-2013
 
Propeller Centre for the Visual Arts is the last-remaining artist-run gallery in the district. For the past 17 years, it has thrived as an 
independently funded space: innovative and self-sustainable.
 
Founded in 1996 by a group of OCAD recent graduates, Propeller was conceived as a centre where artists could support one another 
as a community; providing emerging artists with opportunities to display their work and a venue to enter the local market.
 
In 2001, the gallery moved from its original installment at 96 Spadina to its current location at 984 Queen Street West.
 
Propeller is a membership/ artist cooperative functioning outside of grant systems and without private support.  The gallery’s operations 
are sustained through annual membership fees, fundraising, and gallery rentals.
 
The gallery’s programming is membership driven, often involving community collaborations. Such collaborations include: CAMH, 
Workman Arts, Zoomer Media, One Hour Empire Magazine and Twist Gallery.
 
A programming highlight is the Annual Curator’s Show- past curators have included: Rae Johnson, Stuart Reid, David Liss, Pam 
Patterson, David Rokeby, Olga Korper, Gary Michael Dault, Moses Znaimer, Christopher Hume, John Kissick, Thom Sokoloski and 
Michelle Jacques.
 
Propeller has hosted a diverse range of experimental programming including Vector Game Art Convergence; a festival dedicated to 
the creative exploration of video games as an artistic medium of expression. The centre also functions as a hub for experimental video 
and film, comedy and story-telling evenings, a space for local theatrical productions and offers opportunity for other collectives and 
cooperatives to show.
 
Propeller is excited to continue to expand its innovative programming, including an exhibition on the evolution of the city’s much-loved 
Kensington Market and an upcoming collaboration with the Ontario Science Centre in 2014.
 
As one of the earliest galleries to lay its roots in the burgeoning Gallery District, Propeller remains an integral part of the neighbourhood 
art scene almost two decades after its inception.  

Wilfred Wong
A-Z 
oil, 30 x 35
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Propeller Centre for the Visual Arts is a member-run gallery supporting innovative, 
sustainable programming, and providing community building, networking, and partnership 
opportunities. Propeller garners critical acclaim and engaged public interest by supporting 

the creative, curatorial, and commercial endeavours of artists.


