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COVID-19 has created crisis and instability across the world. During mail offers us metaphorical transport out of our immediate physical spaces. 

Mail can travel while we cannot.  

 

In response, Propeller Art Gallery is presenting an online exhibition opening January 20, 2021 of all the artworks sent via the post from around the 

globe with all works available for sale. This creative outlet for the community will serve as a physical artifact of the time we are living through and 

recognizes that, while many of our interactions have moved to the virtual realm, there is also increased interest in making things by hand and 

communicating with each other by tactile means. 

this volatile time, with most of us stuck in place, the COVID-19 has created crisis and instability across the world. During mail offers us 

metaphorical transport out of our immediate physical spaces. Mail can travel while we cannot. 

 

 

What is Mail Art? 

 

The Getty Art & Architecture Thesaurus defines Mail Art as "works produced by artists, often in postcard format, specifically intended to be 

mailed to other artists or be displayed in an exhibition."  

 

Mail Art began in the 1960s when artists sent postcards inscribed with poems or drawings through the post rather than exhibiting or selling them 

through conventional commercial channels. Its origins can be found in Marcel Duchamp and Kurt Schwitters and the Italian futurists. But it was 

the New York artist Ray Johnson who, in the mid 1950s, posted small collages, prints of abstract drawings and poems to art world notables giving 

rise to what eventually became known as the New York Correspondence School. Mail art can take a variety of forms including postcards, 

packages, faxes, emails and blogs. In the 1960s the Fluxus artist On Kawara sent telegrams to friends and family that informed them he was alive. 

In the mid 1990s, the artist and curator Matthew Higgs set up Imprint, which posted art by young British artists, among them Martin Creed, to 

critics and curators. David Opdyke “this land” altered vintage postcards and combined them into large-scale works and the list goes on. The 

Dadaist element in the title of the exhibition references the absurdist, anarchist element of works made in the early 20th century in reaction to the 

futility and waste of WWI. We face an equally absurd and catastrophic situation with pandemic death tolls surpassing losses sustained in past wars. 

Debate over mask wearing and vaccination lands us in a world of contesting viewpoints, some substantiated by fact and some not. 

 

Ultimately, we hope for a future of healing. Mona Bayati’s piece, Hafez and my childhood garden memories, quotes the Persian poet 

Hafez, whose eloquence speaks to us today. Mona paraphrased the quotation as follows, outlining its meaning for her. 

 

Hafez in this poem is referring you back to your source as an unlimited soul, living in an infinite world. He asks you to see beyond your struggle 

and into the vastness of your soul, he is sending you his blessings, promising that medicine is on its way for the sick, joy for the hopeless, It is a 

poem of promises from beyond this world that is being given in the time of struggle and uncertainty. This informal interpretation of the poem 

was my source of hope during difficulties of this year, by writing it on the back of a female figure it is as if I’m blessing her for the future that is 

yet to come. 

http://www.getty.edu/vow/AATFullDisplay?find=mail+art&logic=AND&note=&english=N&prev_page=1&subjectid=300121462
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Mail Art: unlimited Dada Artists: 
 

Mona Bayati, Heather Bennett, Laurie Waller Benson, Michael Black, Daniel Boyer, Christopher Bradd, Susan Card, Carlina Chen, John Coburn,  

Claro Cosco, Janet Horne Cozens, Kathleen Dawson, Sharon Dembo, Mekayla Dionne, Rachelle Maltais Fitzpatrick, Richelle Forsey,  

Isabella Francesco, Peter Friedrichsen, Daniel Garbade, Eric Garsonnin, The Gibson Girls, Al Gord, Elizabeth Greisman, Gunnel Hag,  

Faye Harnest, Tuesday Heenan, Domencia Howley, Stevan Ioannidis, Lisa Johnson, Brooke Johnson, Pelin Karaaslan, Yan Tung Mavis Keung,  

Mary Kroetsch, Vanessa Le Page, Michelle Letarte, Abigail Lichti, Linda McIntosh, Avril Lopez, Ashkan Maleki, Joann Maplesden, Ruth Maude,  

Michelangelo Mayo, Andrea McCallum, Arleen McCallum, Jan Mills, Joseph Muscat, Nancy Newton, Frances Patella, Ginette Pelletier,  

Doris Purchase, Robert Quance, Leena Raudvee, Janet Read, Susan Ruptash, Kathryn Ruzycki, Matilda Sabal, Ginger Sedlarova, Erin Shadoff, 

Afsaneh Shafai, C.A. Shofed, Maya Skarzenski-Smith, Rennie Taylor, Tom Taylor, Clare Thomas, Tracy Thomson, Janice Turner, Andres Vosu, 

Rachael Walker, Maura Walsh, MK Warren, Jack Wayne, Lily Wei, Donna Wise, Reyhaneh Yazdani, Shahnaz Yekta-Fard, Sarah Zoccano  

and Joel Karim Zoungrana. 
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Mona Bayati (Toronto)  
Hafez and my childhood garden 
memories  
Pencil and watercolor on paper,  
14″ x 11″  
 
 

 
Heather Bennett (Guelph) 

What will result… 

Inkjet print, 11.5” x 8” 

 
Laurie Waller Benson (Cannington) 

Dance 

Collage, 5 1/2″ x 8 1/2″  

 

 

 
Michael  Black (Port Perry) 

Empty Stage 

Acrylic on Arches on board 

5″ x 10″  

 

 

 
Daniel Boyer (New York, City) 

Everything Charming and All Whimsy in 

the World Has Gone Away 

Watercolour pencils over Imagine Ink® 

marker on Bristol board, 4″ x 6″  

 
Christopher Bradd (Toronto) 

Snow from My Mother’s House 

Postcard 

6.6″ x 5″  

 

 

 

 

 
Susan Card (Toronto) 

Christmas Card 

Ceramic, mixed media 

13″ x 12″  
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Carlina Chen (Toronto) 

the road less travelled 

Archival ink, various Int’l stamps 

9″ x 3.5″  

 

 

 
Carlina Chen & Leslie Kestin (Toronto) 

Untitled  

Mixed media, 9.5″ x 4″ 

 

 
 

 

 
John Coburn (Toronto) 

Be Young Drink Cheese 

Acrylic on wood, 6 x 6″ x 1.3/4″  

front and back 

 

 

 
Claro Cosco (Toronto)  

Love your Post Office, Postcard, 5″ x 7″  

front and back 

 

 

 
Claro Cosco (Toronto) 

It’s Not Going Well 

Cloth, postcard, 4.5″ x 6.5″  

front and back 
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Kathleen Dawson (Toronto) 

Autumn Light 

Mixed media, 8″ x 8″  

 

 
Kathleen Dawson (Toronto) 

Autumn Afternoon 

Mixed media, 6″ x 10″  

 

 
Kathleen Dawson (Toronto) 

Fluttering Autumn 

Mixed media, 8″ x 9″  

 

 
Mekayla Dionne (Toronto) 

The State of Things 

Acrylic and oil pastel on watercolour Paper, 

5.5″ x 8.5″  

 

 

 
Sharon Dembo (Toronto) 

Dancing through Covid 

Linocut with ink and paint 

9.75″ x 17″ closed, open 

 

 

 

 
Rachelle Maltais Fitzpatrick (Scarborough) 

Bluffers Park, Toronto 

Watercolour, 6″ x 9″  

 

 
Rachelle Maltais Fitzpatrick (Scarborough) 

Les Berges, Charlevoix  

Watercolour, 6″ x 9″  

 

 
Rachelle Maltais Fitzpatrick (Scarborough) 

Old Quebec City, Quebec 

Watercolour, 6″ x 9″  
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Richelle Forsey (Guelph) 

HOW STICKY IS YOUR SOLIDARITY ?  

Laser copy, gel medium, and postcard 

4.5″ x 6.5″ front and back 

 

 

 
Richelle Forsey (Guelph) 

feel spending the night there –  

(from the hero and döuche collection) 

Gold leaf, resin, fun fur, and postcard 

6.5” x 4.5” front and back 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Isabella Francesco (Toronto) 

the skin between us is the skin we wear, the 

skin we share and the skin  

that tears us apart 

Ink on vinyl glove, wire, cord 

11″ x 4.5″ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Peter Friedrichsen (Toronto) 

Making Interference 

Cyanotype 

 5″ x 7″  

front and back 

 

 

 

 
Peter Friedrichsen (Toronto) 

#15 HPR 

Cyanotype, 5″ x 7”  

front and back 



 10 

 

 
Daniel Garbade (Madrid, Spain) 

Mascarade 

Photography, 6″ x 8″  

 front and back 

 

 

 

 
 

Daniel Garbade (Madrid, Spain) 

all those masks 

Photography, 6″x 8″ front and back 

 

 
Eric Garsonnin (Toronto) 

Pacific 

Laser print on paper 

5.5″ x 8.5″ front and back 

 

 

 
Eric Garsonnin (Toronto) 

Diomira 

Laser print on paper 

5.5″ x 4.25″ front and back 

 

 
Eric Garsonnin (Toronto) 

Motorcycle Breath 

Laser print on paper 

4.25″ x 5.5″ front and back 

 

 

 

 
The Gibson Girls (Port Hope) 

Where I’m At GG cycle 8 mj-y-s-k-l 

Acrylic, collage, stencil and relief 

4″ x 6″ front and back 
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The Gibson Girls (Port Hope) 

Where I’m At GG cycle 8d k-mj-s-y-l 

Acrylic, print collage and relief 

6″ x 4″  

 

 

 

 

 
The Gibson Girls (Port Hope) 

Where I’m At GG cycle 9 y-s-mj-k-l 

Acrylic, print collage, stencil and relief 

6″ x 4″ front and back 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Al Gord (Thornhill) 

We Can Be (Pandemic) Heroes 

Acrylic and sheet music on canvas 

5″ x 7″ front and back 

 

 

 

 

 
Al Gord (Thornhill) 

Sign of the (COVID) Times 

Acrylic and sheet music on canvas 

5″x 7″ front and back 

 

 

 
Al Gord (Thornhill) 

Imagine (Post Corona) 

Acrylic and sheet music on canvas 

5″x 7″ front and back 

 

 

 
Domenica Howley (Guelph) 

Breaking News 

Inkjet print, 11.5” x 8” 
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Elizabeth Greisman (Toronto) 

Lavender In Fall 

Gouache and chalk on paper 

9″ x 12″  

 

 
Elizabeth Greisman (Toronto) 

Purple Hills 

Gouache and chalk on paper, 9″ x 12″ 

 

 
 

Elizabeth Greisman (Toronto) 

Jeanette’s Place 

Gouache on paper, 12″ x 5″ 

 
Gunnel Hag (Toronto) 

The Sky at the End of the Tunnel 

Fabric print, machine stitch, 5.5″ x 4.5″ 

 

 

 

 
Faye Harnest (Toronto) 

Just You And I 

Ink and print on paper 

4.5″ x 6″ front and back 

 
Tuesday Heenan (Toronto) 

Fuck You Steve 

Paper Collage 4 x 6” 

4″ x 6″ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Janet Horne Cozens (Burlington) 

The Gift 

Relief print, 7″ x 5″  
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Lisa Johnson (Vaughan) 

All That’s Left 

Oil on canvas, sandpaper, vintage stamps, 4 

5″ x 6.75″ front and back 

 

 

 
Lisa Johnson (Vaughan) 

Endings 

Oil on canvas, sandpaper, vintage stamps, 

4.5″ x 6.5″ front and back 

 

 
Lisa Johnson (Vaughan) 

Remnants 

Oil on canvas, sandpaper, vintage stamps,  

6″ x 8″ front and back 

 

 

 

 
Brooke Johnson (Toronto) 

PS Lots of Love 

Bits of old letters to me, contact lens 

containers, acrylic paint, polymer medium, 

on paper, 5.5” x 8.1”  

 

 
Brooke Johnson (Toronto) 

Say Cheese 

Sharpie, pencil crayon, acrylic paint on 

paper, 4.3” x 6.3 ” front and back 

 

 

 
Brooke Johnson (Toronto) 

Watching the News 

Pencil, Micron pen, watercolour pencil 

crayon, on paper, 5.3” x 6.4” 
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Stevan Ioannidis  

Breeds Crime 

Print on postcard stock 

4.75 ” x 6.5 ”  

 

 

 
Pelin Karaaslan (Montreal) 

as imminent as bread 

Watercolor on paper, 7″ x 5″  

 

 
Yan Tung Mavis Keung (Guelph) 

You are seen… 

Inkjet print, 11.5” x 8” 

 

 

 
Mary Kroetsch (Guelph) 

Aging in Place 

Inkjet print, 11.5” x 8” 

 

 

 
Vanessa Le Page (Hamilton) 

Sign Of The Times 

Acrylic/Mixed…an octaptych, 12″x 18″ 

front and back 

 

 

 
Michelle Letarte (Toronto) 

Mélancolie 

Watercolour on paper, 9.5″ x 8″  
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Michelle Letarte (Toronto) 

Nostalgie, Acrylic on paper, 7.5″ x 9.5″  

 

 
Michelle Letarte (Toronto) 

Escapade, Acrylic on paper, 10.5″ x 8.5″  

 

 
Linda McIntosh (Markham) 

Grounded 

Paper collage on frosted mylar and Japanese 

tissue, unfolds to 18″ x 12″  

 

 
Abigail Lichti (Guelph) 

None of us are more able than all of us 

Inkjet print, 11.5” x 8” 

 

 
Avril Lopez (Windsor) 

COVID is not my friend,  

Ink on paper, 6″ x 9″  

 

 
Avril Lopez (Windsor) 

COVID is not my friend  

Ink on paper, 6″ x 9″  

 
Ashkan Maleki (Vancouver) 

Demon at Home 

Acrylic and pen on paper, 5.5″ x 8.5″  

 

 

 

 

 
Joann Maplesden (Toronto) 

Cup of Jo 

Paper ephemera on board, 10″ x 8″ 
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Ruth Maude (Toronto) 

Illumination #1 

Encaustic on Plexiglass 

6″ x 6″(lower illuminated) 

 

 
Michelangelo Mayo (San Joe, CA) 

cosmic singer 

Mixed media-acrylic, collage, image transfer 

print, ink, 10″ x 7.5″  

 
 

 
Ruth Maude (Toronto) 

Illumination #2 

Encaustic on Plexiglass 

6″ x 6″ (lower illuminated) 

 

 

 
Andrea McCallum (Guelph) 

Speak Your Truth & Love & Lighting 

Inkjet print, 11.5” x 8”  

 
 

 
Ruth Maude (Toronto) 

Illumination #3 

Encaustic on Plexiglass 

6″ x 6″ (lower illuminated) 

 

 

 

 
Arleen McCallum (Toronto) 

Transformations 

Mixed media collage 

4.5″ x 8″ front and back 
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Arleen McCallum (Toronto) 

Galleria 

Mixed media collage 

4.5″ x 8″ front and back 

 

 

 
Jan Mills (Williamsburg, ON) 

Cooped Up 

Mixed medium on card 

10 1/2″ x 8 1/2″  

 

 
Joseph Muscat (Toronto) 

Pandomestic 

Mix Media: photo, enamel and acrylic 

8″ x 10″  

 

 

 

 
Nancy Newton (Toronto) 

On Becoming 

Ink, metallic acrylic 

6.25″x 4.25″ front and back 

 
Frances Patella (Toronto) 

Window View 

Pinhole photography on photography paper, 

4”x 6”  

 

 

 

 
Ginette Pelletier (Midland) 

Waiting to take off 

Mixed media adhere on illustration board, 

4.5″x 6.5″ front and back 
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Ginette Pelletier (Midland) 

Wish you were here 

Mixed media 

5″ x 7″ front and back 

 

 

 
Doris Purchase & Jim Kroesen (Toronto) 

What are you looking at 

Mixed media, 4″ x 6″  

 

 
Robert Quance (Toronto) 

Limited Time 

Mixed media on album cover, 6″ x 4″  

 

 
Robert Quance (Toronto) 

1951 

Mixed media on album cover, 6″ x 4″  

 

 
Leena Raudvee (Toronto) 

PPE #1 

Ink on paper, 6″ x 4″ front and back 

 
Leena Raudvee (Toronto) 

PPE #2 

ink on paper, 6″ x 4″ front and back 

 

 

 
Kathryn Ruzycki (Guelph) 

Justice for Indigenous Women 

Inkjet print, 11.5” x 8” 
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Janet Read (Innisfil)  

Lockdown 

Acrylic on found paper, 13″x 9″  

 

 
Janet Read (Innisfil) Lockdown 2 

Acrylic on found paper, 18″ x 9″  

 

 
Janet Read (Innisfil) Lockdown 3 

Acrylic on found paper, 13″x 18″ 

 

 
Susan Ruptash (Toronto) 

Fish 

Mura konaga-ban washi with Kakisibu 

4.5″ x 12″ front and back 

 

 

 
Susan Ruptash (Toronto) 

Weave 

Kinari kozo washi with Kakishibu 

4.25″ x 6″ front and back 

 

 
Susan Ruptash (Toronto) 

This is not art 

Purchased blank postcard with rubber stamp 

and magazine letters 

4″ x 6″ front and back 
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Matilda Sabal (Brooklyn, NY) 

Three of Swords 

Digital Collage, 7″ x 4.5″  

 

 

 

 
Ginger Sedlarova (Burnaby, BC) 

Station To Station 

Collage on canvas, 6″ x 4″  

 
Ginger Sedlarova (Burnaby, BC) 

It’s Too Late To Be Grateful 

Collage on canvas, 6″ x 4″  

 

 

 
Ginger Sedlarova (Burnaby, BC) 

Should I Believe That I’ve Been Stricken? 

Collage on canvas, 6” x 4″  

 

 
Erin Shadoff (Toronto) 

Bedridden 

Ink and watercolour, 4″ x 5.5″  

 

 

 
Afsaneh Shafai (Toronto) 

Embolden 

Mixed media on paper 

4″ x 6″ front and back 
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Tom Taylor (Toronto) 

America 

3 SX-70, 4.25″ x 3.5″ (tryptic) 

 

 

 
 

C.A. Shofed (Trenton, NJ) 

Button 

Photography, 5″ x 7″ 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
C.A. Shofed (Trenton, NJ) 

Dream Griffith 

Photography, 5″ x 7″  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Maya Karzenski-Smith (Ottawa) 

I Suck at Postcards 

Gouache and embroidery, 4″ x 6″  
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Rennie Taylor (Toronto) 

Disasters  

3 Flip Books, 4 x 2″ x .25″  

 

 
Clare Thomas (Victoria, BC) 

Untitled   

Mixed media on card, 7″x 6.5″  

 

 

 
Tracy Thomson (Etobicoke) 

As Above, So Below 

Oil and graphite on canvas paper  

4″x 9.5″ front and back 

           

 
Janice Turner (Toronto) 

Truth and Fear 

Collage, 6 .5″ x 4″ front and back 

 

 

             

 
Janice Turner (Toronto) 

Pandemic Labyrinth 

Collage, 6 .5″ x 4″ front and back 

 

 
Andres Vosu (Toronto) 

THIS IS NOT A POSTCARD 

Collage, 4 x 6″ front and back  

 

 

 

 

 
Andres Vosu (Toronto) 

Action = Hope 

Ink on paper 

4″ x 6″ front and back  
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Andres Vosu (Toronto) 

Looking for Signs of Intelligent Life 

Photography, inkjet print,  

4″x 5″ front and back  

 

 

 
Maura Walsh (Chicago, IL) 

Exorcise, hands 

Gouache, ink, acrylic, gold foil on paper 

4” x 6.5″ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Rachael Walker (Guelph) 

Intersectionality 

Inkjet print, 11.5” x 8” 

 

 

 

 
MK Warren (Toronto) 

Wish You Were Near 

Textiles, 5.5 ” x 7.5 ” front and back 

 
Jack Wayne (Toronto) 

Postcard From Georgia USA 

Inkjet on matte, 6″ x 8″ front and back 

 

 

 
Lily Wei (Auckland, New Zealand) 

Shed in Queenstown Gardens 

Gesso, acrylic, ink, potato stamps 

4.7″ x 7″ front and back 
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Donna Wise (Toronto) 

Nesting 

Papers, feathers 

5 “x 7″ front and back 

 

 

 

 
Donna Wise (Toronto) 

Remember Memories Forever 

Paper, ribbon, flowers key, frames 

5”x 7”  

 

 
Donna Wise (Toronto)  

Places to Go 

Papers, wooden cut outs, 5” x 7” 

 

 

 
Shahnaz Yekta-Fard (Toronto) 

Separation 

Old drawing paper, coloured pencil, dry 

flower. Persian writing on Japanese paper 

with ink, 9.75″ x 8.25″ 

 

 

 
Reyhaneh Yazdani (Vancouver) 

Time  

Acrylic, pen and thread 

 3.5″ x 3.5″ front and back 

 

 

 
Sarah Zoccano (Toronto) 

see you soon 

Charcoal on paper 

6″ x 8.5″ 
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Joel Karim Zoungrana (Montreal) 

helios 

Ink, 7″ x 10″  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Joel Karim Zoungrana (Montreal) 

haha 

Collage, 12″ x 9″ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Joel Karim Zoungrana (Montreal) 

vermilion dreams 

Collage, 10″ x 7″  
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Cover design: Andres Vosu  |  Catalogue interior: Janet Read & Tom Taylor 
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